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• What does it mean to you to be a Christian? 
1. Person who believes in God.

 41 Demons also were coming out of many, 
shouting, “You are the Son of God!” But rebuking 
them, He would not allow them to speak, because 
they knew Him to be the Christ.             Luke 4:41
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• What does it mean to you to be a Christian? 
1. Person who believes in God. (Satan in Lk.4:41).
2. Personal relationship with God. 
3. Being a good person.  (Matt.6:1-18)
4. Someone who serves.  (Matt.7:21-23)

21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will 
enter. 22 Many will say to Me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not 
prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your 
name perform many miracles?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; DEPART FROM ME, YOU WHO PRACTICE LAWLESSNESS.’   
                                                                                       Matthew 7:21-23
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5. DISCIPLE (learner; one who imitates their 
teacher/master)—follower of Jesus Christ.
• Paradox of Christianity: The heart of Christian 

discipleship is giving before gaining, losing before 
winning.

      a. Matt.10:37-39—Can possibly cost you your family   
                                   and other relationships. 
 37 “He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of 
Me; and he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy 
of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is 
not worthy of Me. 39 He who has found his life will lose it, and he 
who has lost his life for My sake will find it.
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discipleship is giving before gaining, losing before 
winning.

      a. Matt.10:37-39—Can possibly cost you your family 
                                   and other relationships. 
      b. Mark 10:21--Can possibly cost you your money.  
 21 Looking at him, Jesus felt a love for him and said to him, “One 
thing you lack: go and sell all you possess and give to the poor, and 
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”                    
                                                                                          Mark 
10:21
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teacher/master)—follower of Jesus Christ.
• Paradox of Christianity: The heart of Christian 

discipleship is giving before gaining, losing before 
winning.

      a. Matt.10:37-39—Can possibly cost you your family 
                                   and other relationships. 
      b. Mark 10:21--Can possibly cost you your money.  
      c. Matt.16:25-26—Can even possibly cost us our life.
25 For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it; but whoever loses his life 
for My sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole 
world and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his 
soul?                                                                                  Matthew 16:25-26
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I. Self-denial: It means to deny 
any confidence of the flesh. 

4 although I myself might have confidence even in the flesh. If 
anyone else has a mind to put confidence in the flesh, I far 
more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the nation of Israel, of 
the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the Law, a 
Pharisee; 6 as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to 
the righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless. 
7 But whatever things were gain to me, those things I have 
counted as loss for the sake of Christ. 8 More than that, I count 
all things to be loss in view of the surpassing value 
of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the 
loss of all things, and count them but rubbish so that I may 
gain Christ,                                            Philippians 3:4-8
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I. Self-denial: It means to deny 
any confidence of the flesh. 

• (Phil. 3:4-8)
   a. race—Jewish
   b. ritual-- circumcism
   c. rank--tribe of Benjamin was one of the highest 

ranking tribes.
   d. "Hebrew of Hebrews"--born of Hebrew parents 

who kept traditions of Old Covenant.
   e. "zeal"--Paul killed those who opposed Old 

Covenant and salvation as he knew it.
   f. "Pharisee"--blameless from keeping the Law from 

a human point of view.



I. Self-denial: It means to deny 
any confidence of the flesh. 

• Ps.51:17--David's heart. 

The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; A broken and 
a contrite heart, O God, You will not despise.
                                                                    Psalm 51:17



I. Self-denial: It means to deny 
any confidence of the flesh. 

• Ps.51:17--David's heart. 
• Lk.18:14--Tax collector and Pharisee

14 I tell you, this man went to his house justified rather 
than the other; for everyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
                                                                      Luke 18:14
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II. Take up one's cross 
• It is willing to sacrifice it all for Christ, even your own 

life.  It is willing to pay any price for Christ's sake.
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III. "Follow Me"—
loyal obedience. 

• True submission to Christ's lordship.
• This is not the perfection of your life, but the 

direction.
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21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our 
behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of 
God in Him.                                     2 Corinthians 5:21

Conclusion



If our greatest need had been information, God would 
have sent us an educator.
If our greatest need had been technology, God would 
have sent us a scientist. 
If our greatest need had been money, God would have 
sent us an economist. 
If our greatest need had been pleasure, God would 
have sent us an entertainer. 
But our greatest need was forgiveness, so God sent us 
a Savior.

Conclusion


